Using Marshes to Treat Domestic Wastewater

Challenge

One third of the shellfish-growing waters in the US are closed to harvesting because of sewage contamination,

predominantly a result of nonexistent or malfunctioning septic systems in coastal dwellings. The marshland
upwelling system (MUS), developed by Louisiana State University research personnel, takes advantage of the fil-
tering properties of natural soils and sediments to treat wastewater. This project will further refine MUS tech-
nology by subjecting the system to wastewater with varying degrees of contamination. The effluent will then be

analyzed to draw conclusions abou t the system’s ability to serve as a wastewater treatment alternative.
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